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Document number 75A, serial ME44-1987-Sub D-107 
a . two-page . FD-302 , dated April 26, 1968. The majority of 
tion in this document was released. 



#■ is 

inf orma- 



, hH7 w rl ma ^ e . in fchis document pursuant to exemptions 

(b)(7)(C) and (b)(7)(D) used m conjunction with each other 
to protect an individual who had been incarcerated with James 
Earl Ray at Missouri State Penitentiary and furnished information 
regarding Mr. Ray. Release of his name would not only be an 
unwarranted invasion of his privacy, but would also reveal his 
cooperation with the FBI. (See paragraphs 13d and 14a, supra . ) 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Date 4/2S/68 



Memphis, Ten— 



nessee, advise cfthSt be is former iraiate Ko. warn** the 
Missouri Stats Penitentiary (MSP), Jefferson City, Missouri, 



NSgag&Si said be first came to Memphis, Tennessee , on 
about January 13, 1962, at which time fee was granted in 
Missouri for having violated his parole froa the MSP. . Upon 
his arrival in Memphis fee west to work as a house reaodeler, 
later working m a Gulf service st ation at the corner of 
Jefferson and Lauderdale Streets. took over management 

of this station in about April 1962 and operated it until 
November 21, 1962, at which time he. left Memphis after 
having gotten into trouble with the local police for having 
written^ some bad checks. ^|l||said fee first went from 
Hemphis^to Pennsylvania to visit relatives and continued 
to run until fee finally settled in Tulsa, Oklahoma » and went 
to work ia a Texaco service station. 



On February 14, 3 964 . mjg-jfl was arrested in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, and was returned t® the MSP where he was put in 
"8” block. Be remained there fro® somet ime in February . 1964 _ v 
until about June 12, 19S4, at which tiae B^ggj was turned over 
on rendition to the State of Tennessee. 



During the approximately four months that ||fp|| was 
in the MSP fee became friendly with JAMES EARL RAT. IElU also 
was acquainted with another inwate, one RAYMOND CURTIS, who 
has recently talked to r> f sp acer reporters concerning his 
association with RAY. said he can recall making the 

statement in t he pre sence of RAT and CURTIS and other inmates 
that while fee , had been in Memphis some unknown in- 
dividual had speculated that if MARTIN LUTHER KING had ever 
attempted an economic boycott in the city ©f Memphis, it 
would be w-orth a larg e amou nt of money to Memphis businessmen 
to have KING killed. jllllPSf ^aid this conversation had actually 
taken place in his pr^rM® in Memphis but it had been sere 
speculation and had had no basis in fact. He said he later 
related this conversation t® his prisonmates merely to sake 
conversation and bad not intended to imply that any person 
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or group of persons had or were even contemplating placing a 
bounty on MARTIN LUTHER KING. 

stated that after being returned to Tennessee 
he was sentenced to three years for uttering forged checks and 
was incarcerated in the Tennessee State Penitentiary at Ft. 
Pillow. He said he believes he also related this same 
speculative conversation to inmates at the Ft. Pillow Prison. 

described JAMES EARL RAY as a "hayseed” and a 
"born loser." He said that to his knowledge RAY had never 
successfully gotten away with any criminal offense, and \ 
it was his belief that RAY had been detected and apprehended 
following each of his criminal offenses. \He said it was his 
recollection that RAY had a great dislike for Negroes but he 
cannot recall that he particularly disliked MARTIN LUTHER KING. 
He said he would not describe RAY as a loner but would simply 
say he would not know how to make friends or how to mis with 
other persons. He said that RAY was a regular user of ampheta- 
mines in prison but he did not know him to use other narcotics, 
and he recalled that RAY had mentioned taking narcotic pills 
prior to being incarcerated. 

said that RAY has a deep need for recognition 
and that he idolizes notorious criminals who are the subjects 
of wide-spread publicity. He said that— when he considers 
RAY’s need for recognition and then considers &is dislike for 
Negroes, it is believable that RAY might have killed MARTIN 
LUTHER KING for no monitary gain. 

He said that RAY had no important criminal -connections 
to his knowledge as criminals of this type would not bother 
to associate with RAY. He said RAY never talked about his 
family but did indicate onone occasion that he had friends in 
Kansas City, Missouri. said he has not heard from RAY 

since he left MSP, and he has no idea where he might be at 
present. 





